For Students Entering Kindergarten
SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS FOR 2009
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Children entering Kindergarten enjoy colorful picture books, fairy tales, patterns, and language-rich books, such as rhymes, poems, and alphabet books.  They are beginning to develop a personal favorite author and illustrator, and should have the opportunity to choose a book that reflects and encourages their interests.  The following lists are only suggestions for recreational reading.  During the summer months, the public librarians will be happy to help you in the selection of just the right book.  



The following list of books has been compiled from the American Library Association’s Notable Book List, School Library Journal’s Best Books List, and Judy Freeman’s 2009 WINNERS list.   Enjoy them with someone special this summer!
Amato, Mary.  The Chicken of the Family.  K-3
Henrietta's two older sister try to convince her she is really a chicken, so Henrietta sets off for the farm to find her real family, and discovers how much fun being a chicken can be.

Bataille, Marion. ABC3D.   PreK-3.  
A spectacular, chunky pop-up book with graphic rederings of each letter of the alphabet.   The Alphabet as a work of art, complete with a video and music:   www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnZr0wiG1Hg      “Easily the most innovative alphabet book of the year, if not the decade... Beyond clever.”—The Washington Post
Billingsley, Franny.  Big Bad Bunny.  PreK-1
Mama Mouse hurriedly searches the forest for her missing little one, Baby Boo-Boo, while Big Bad Bunny stomps and growls not far away--but the bunny may not be as bad as it seems.
Frazee, Marla. A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever.   PreK-2
During a visit to Eamon’s grandparents, two friends tough out nature camp, overload on snacks and video games, and (unintentionally) absorb the wonders of their surroundings. 
Gorbachev, Valeri. Christopher Counting. illus. PreK-1
Once a bunny learns to count, there’s no stopping him–boots, cups, flowers, fish–until it’s time for a single good-night kiss from his mother.   Other books by this author:  Turtle’s Penguin Day
Graham, Bob. How to Heal a Broken Wing.  K-Gr 2
When a boy finds a wounded bird on a busy city street, he and his parents take it home and tenderly care for it, hoping that it will one day fly again. 
Grant, Judyann Ackerman. Chicken Said, “Cluck!”    Gr K-1
An inquisitive hen is a constant annoyance as two children try to plant pumpkin seeds but she proves her worth in the end. 

Harris. Robie H. Mail Harry to the Moon!    PreK-Gr 1
Jealousy reaches new heights when a big brother cannot abide the attention showered on his new sibling. 
Henkes, Kevin. Old Bear.    PreK – Kindergarten

A lumpy, lovable bear curls up in his cave and dreams of seasons past before awakening to the promise of spring. 
Horse, Harry. Little Rabbit’s New Baby.   PreK-Gr 1
Little Rabbit is delighted to be a big brother, but he soon learns that keeping a trio of new siblings happy and quiet is no easy task. 
Howe, James. Houndsley and Catina and the Quiet Time.   K-Gr 2
When Catina worries that a snowstorm will leave them housebound, Houndsley shows her how to savor a day spent playing, relaxing, and dreaming together.
Lee, Suzy. Wave.   K-Gr 3
Simplicity is the hallmark of this wordless book in which a child interacts with the ocean, first with trepidation and frustration and then with confidence, playfulness, and joy. 

Rohmann, Eric. A Kitten Tale.   PreK-Gr 1
Three tentative kittens anxiously contemplate winter and snow, but a fourth “can’t wait” and his boundless joy is infectious. 

Becker, Bonny.  A Visitor for Bear.  PreK - 2

The simple backdrop of bear’s forest home sets the stage for a visit from the persistent and irritating mouse who insists the two will become friends.

Frazee.Marla.   A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever.   PreK-1

During a visit to Eamon’s grandparents, two friends tough out nature camp, overload on snacks and video games, and (unintentionally) absorb the wonders of their surroundings. 
(2009 Caldecott Honor Book)
Gravett, Emily.  Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears.   PreK-1

Little Mouse draws pictures of some of the many things of which he is afraid, including creepy crawlies, sharp knives, and having accidents, and provides the correct scientific name for each of his fears.
Kohara, Kazuno. Ghosts in the House!   PreK-1
Faced with a houseful of ghosts, a little girl and her cat come up with a creative solution for repurposing them. 

Lies, Brian.  Bats at the Library.  PreK-2

Bored with another normal, inky evening, bats discover an open library window and fly in to enjoy the photocopier, water fountain, and especially the books and stories found there.
Other books by this author:  Bats at the Beach
McMullan, Kate.  I’m Bad!   PreK-1

A hungry Tyrannosaurus rex searches for food in the prehistoric forest but is thwarted in its attempts to find something to eat.

Other books by this author:  I Stink!  I’m Dirty!

Schoenherr, Ian.  Read it, don't eat it!   PreK-1
Rhyming text and illustrations of animals reading offer advice on how to take care of a library book.

Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. One Boy.   PreK -2
Seeger’s eye-catching picture book leads readers to discover words within words through a distinctive die-cut design and clean, bold illustrations. (2009 Geisel Honor Book)
Other books by this author:  Dog and Bear: Two Friends, Three Stories.  Dog and Bear: Two’s Company. Lemons Are Not Red.  Walter Was Worried.
Swanson, Susan Marie.  The House in the Night.    Gr  K-1

The setting sun watches a young child, her parents, and dog coming up the walkway to their lamp-lit cottage.  Black & white scratchboard illustrations, with gold highlights.  

(2009 Caldecott Medal Winner; Booklist’s Top of the List Winner for Picture Books)
Willems, Mo. Are You Ready to Play Outside?      PreK-1
Easily approachable text and expressive drawings tell the story of Piggie and Gerald who experience the ups and downs of a rainy day. (2009 Geisel Award Book)

Other easy reader books by this author: I Love My New Toy!  I Will Surprise My Friend.   My Friend Is Sad.  Today I Will Fly!  There Is a Bird on Your Head.   Watch Me Throw the Ball!
For complete lists of ALA’s Notable Books and SLJ’s Best Books, go to these websites:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/childrensnotable/notablechibooks/index.cfm
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6617203.html?industryid=47191&q=slj%27s+best+books+of+2008
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The Caldecott Medal is awarded each year by the American Library Association (ALA) to honor the illustrator who had created the most distinguished children’s picture book published during the preceding year. The award was named in honor of nineteenth-century English illustrator Randolph Caldecott.  
2009 Medal Winner – The House in the Night, by Susan Marie Swanson
2009 Honor Books




A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever, by Marla Frazee 





How I Learned Geography, by Uri Shulevitz 





A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams,




illustrated by Melissa Sweet, written by Jen Bryant 

For past Caldecott winners dating from 1938 to the present:    

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecotthonors/caldecottmedal.cfm


Many favorite picture books have been shared by adults and children during story hours, family reading time, and at bedtime.  Children will want to experience them over and over again.  For more classic picture books, go to  http://www.kidsreads.com/lists/pic-classic.asp .

Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse  by Leo Lionni

Animals Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing by Judy Barret. 

Biscuit Goes to School   bu Alyssa Satin Capucilli

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr.                                                                               

The Cat in the Hat  by Dr. Seuss  
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. and John Archambault. 

Clifford Goes to School by Norman Bridwell
Corduroy  by Don Freeman 

Curious George  by H.A. Rey

Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus  by Mo Willems
George and Martha by James Marshall  

Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown. 

Harold and the Purple Crayon  by Crockett Johnson 

Hello, Red Fox  by Eric Carle

Hooway for Wodney Wat  by Helen Lester

The Kissing Hand  by Audrey Penn

Kitten's First Full Moon   by Kevin Henkes

The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry and the Big Hungry Bear by Don Wood

Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey

Miss Bindergarten Stays Home from Kindergarten  by Joseph Slate

The Mitten  by Jan Brett

The Napping House by Audrey Wood 

No, David! by David Shannon 

Olivia   by Ian Falconer

Max’s Chocolate Chicken by Rosemary Wells

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble  by William Steig  

Time Flies  by Eric Rohmann

Where the Wild Things Are  by Maurice Sendak 

Harry the Dirty Dog  by Gene Zion  

Author Websites we will explore in Kindergarten:
Tedd Arnold





http://www.geocities.com/~teddarnold/
Jan Brett





http://janbrett.com
Eric Carle  





http://www.eric-carle.com/
Tomie dePaola




http://www.tomie.com
Kevin Henkes




http://www.kevinhenkes.com
Robert Munsch




http://www.robertmunsch.com/
Margie Palatini




http://www.margiepalatini.com/books.html
Peggy Rathmann 




http://www.peggyrathmann.com/
David Shannon  
        http://www.scholastic.com/titles/nodavid/davidshannon.htm
Dr. Seuss





http://www.seussville.com/
Mo Willems 





http://www.mowillems.com/
THE FUNNIEST WEBSITE!  


http://www.pigeonpresents.com
Audrey Wood




http://audreywood.com/
Compiled by Angela Petrilli  
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