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SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS FOR 2009
     Children entering Grade 2 enjoy reading a variety of topics and types of books.  They love to share read-aloud books (picture books, nonfiction books), and read-alone books (Step/Level easy readers, chapter books and series books).  
     Reading aloud to children encourages them to read independently, and reading alone gives them time to practice their newly learned reading skills.  Successful reading begins as a relaxing and enjoyable experiences so during the summer months, children should follow their reading interests and choose their own reading materials.  


     The following list of books has been compiled from the American Library Association’s Notable Book List, SLJ’s Best Books, and Judy Freeman’s WINNERS list.  You will find many of these books at the Long Hill Township public library and the Morris County library.  Please remember that these are only suggestions.  The public librarians will be happy to help you choose just the right book!
Agee, Jon.  The Retired Kid.  Gr. K-4

Although he enjoys some aspects of his retirement, eight-year-old Brian gains a new perspective on his job of being a child after spending time in Florida's Happy Sunset Retirement Community.

Ahlberg, Allan.  The Pencil.  Gr. PreK-3.

A lonely pencil draws Banjo, and also a dog, a cat, and other people, but when the characters start complaining about their appearance, the writing instrument draws an eraser, which starts to create chaos.

Arnosky, Jim.   Wild Tracks! A Guide to Nature’s Footprints.   Gr 2-6
With unabashed enthusiasm for outdoor exploration, Arnosky explains how to interpret the “ancient language” of animal tracks. 

Bataille,Marion.  ABC3D.  Gr PreK-3.  A spectacular, chunky pop-up book with graphic renderings of each letter of the alphabet.   The alphabet as a work of art, complete with a video and music:   www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnZr0wiG1Hg      “Easily the most innovative alphabet book of the year, if not the decade... Beyond clever.”—The Washington Post
Bishop, Nic.   Nic Bishop Frogs.   Gr 3-5
Red, blue, speckled, or transparent–all kinds of frogs jump, stare, and pose in luminous, close-up photographs that inspire wonder.   Other books by this author:  Nic Bishop Spiders
Bruel, Nick.    Bad Kitty Gets a Bath.   Gr. 1-4.
Takes a humorous look at the normal way cats bathe, why it is inappropriate for humans to bathe that way, and the challenges of trying to give a cat a real bath with soap and water. Includes fun facts, glossary, and other information.
Campbell, Sarah C.   Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator.   K-3. 

Magnified photographs and informative text provide a nonfiction look at the carnivorous wolfsnail trapping and devouring its victim. This science book will amaze and attract readers.  
(2009 Geisel Honor Book)
Cottin, Menena.  The Black Book of Colors.     Gr K-3

Raised black line drawings on black pages encourage people to use their other senses to experience art, helping them understand what it is like to be blind.  Translated from the Spanish. Braille translation included.    
DiCamillo, Kate.  Louise:  The Adventures of a Chicken.  Gr.K-3

Longing for adventure, intrepid Louise leaves her comfortable nest and goes to sea.

Other books by this author:  Mercy Watson series, The Tale of Despereaux,  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.
DiPucchio, Kelly.  Grace for President.  Gr 1-3

After finding out there has never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in her school's mock election, where she learns about the American electoral system and sets out to be the best person for the job even though her opponent, Thomas, seems to be winning all the boys' votes.
Feiffer, Kate.  President Pennybaker.  Gr. K-3

Tired of the unfairness of life, young Luke Pennybaker decides to run for president, with his dog Lily as his running mate.

Fern, Tracey E.   Buffalo Music.   K-Gr 4
When hunters decimate the West Texas buffalo population, Molly, an ornery rancher, mothers orphan calves, builds a thriving herd, and ultimately helps to save the species from extinction. 

Frazee, Marla. A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever.  PreK-Grade 2

During a visit to Eamon’s grandparents, two friends tough out nature camp, overload on snacks and video games, and (unintentionally) absorb the wonders of their surroundings.   

(2009 Caldecott Honor Book)   Read an interview with the author at:  http://www.harcourtbooks.com/coupleofboys/interview.asp?source=nav
Gonzalez, Lucia.  The Storyteller’s Candle.   Gr. 1-4

During the early days of the Great Depression, New York City's first Puerto Rican librarian, Pura Belpre, introduces the public library to immigrants living in El Barrio and hosts the neighborhood's first Three Kings' Day fiesta.

Graham. Bob.   How to Heal a Broken Wing.  K-Gr 2
When a boy finds a wounded bird on a busy city street, he and his parents take it home and tenderly care for it, hoping that it will one day fly again. 

Grey, Mini.   Traction Man Meets Turbodog.   PreK-Gr 3
When clueless adults try to replace an admittedly grimy Scrubbing Brush with battery-operated Turbodog, Traction Man gets down and dirty to rescue his faithful Brush. 
Harris, Robie H. Mail Harry to the Moon!     Gr PreK-Gr 2
Jealousy reaches new heights when a big brother cannot abide the attention showered on his new sibling. 
Hopkinson, Deborah.   Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale.    K-4

In Knob Creek, Kentucky, in 1816, seven-year-old Abe Lincoln falls into a creek and is rescued by his best friend, Austin Gollaher.

Kerley, Barbara. What to Do About Alice?   Gr 2-4
This vivacious romp through history introduces Teddy Roosevelt’s “small problem,” a high-spirited daughter whose outlandish antics captivated the public–and drove her father barmy. 

Leedy, Loreen.   Crazy Like a Fox:  A Simile Story.      K-3
In a story told entirely in similes, Rufus the fox is behaving strangely, but for a very good reason. Includes a definition of simile and suggestions for writing a simile story.  Other books by this author:  There’s a Frog in My Throat: 440 Animal Sayings a Little Bird Told Me.  

McLimans, David.  Gone Fishing:  Ocean Life by the Numbers.   Gr. K-4

Introduces the numbers one through ten while providing facts about ocean animals, showcasing the diversity of sea life; and discusses the threats these animals face and what can be done to help them.

Pennypacker, Sara.  Clementine’s Letter.  Gr. 1-4

After learning that her favorite teacher will be leaving for a trip to Egypt and will be absent for the remainder of the year, Clementine devises a plan to get rid of the substitute and get Mr. D'Matz to stay.

Other books by this author:  Clementine, The Talented Clementine. 
Prelutsky, Jack.  My Dog May Be a Genius.  Gr. 1-5
A collection of poems by children's poet laureate, Jack Prelutsky, that celebrate the joys of childhood and the wackier side of life.

Reibstein, Mark.  Wabi Sabi.   Gr. 1-3
Wabi Sabi, a cat living in the city of Kyoto, learns about the Japanese concept of beauty through simplicity as she asks various animals she meets about the meaning of her name.

Rosoff, Meg.  Wild Boars Cook.   PreK-2

Schulman, Janet.    Pale Male: Citizen Hawk of New York City.  Gr 3-6
When a handsome redtail settled in Central Park in 1991, he quickly became the apple of Manhattan’s eye. 

Shulevitz, Uri.   How I Learned Geography.      Gr 2-5
Fleeing their war-torn country, a boy and his family find themselves in a strange and inhospitable land. His father’s gift of a colorful wall map does nothing to alleviate the child’s hunger but feeds his imagination and curiosity in immeasurable ways.  (2009 Caldecott Honor Book)  Other books by this author:  The Wall, Snow, The Treasure.
Smith, Lane. Madam President.       K-2

A little girl imagines what her day would be like if she were President of the United States.  Other books by this author:  Jon, Paul, George & Ben.  Squids will be Squids. Glasses : Who Needs 'em?

Stevens, Janet and Susan Stevens Crummel.  Help Me, Mr. Mutt! Expert Answers for Dogs with People Problems.    K-5 

Dogs across the United States write to Mr. Mutt, a people expert, for help with their humans. Other books by this author:  And the Dish Ran Away with the Spoon, Cook-a-Doodle-Doo, Tops & Bottoms, The Great Fuzz Frenzy.  
Stone, Tanya Lee. Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote.  
Gr. 2-6.

A brief biography of the life and achievements of nineteenth-century women's rights activist, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who fought for a woman's right to vote.
Talabott, Hudson. United Tweets of America:  50 State Birds.  Gr. K-5
A collection of detailed illustrations of state birds from all fifty United States.
Winter, Jeanette.  Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa.   K-Gr 4
A picture-book profile of the environmentalist who engaged local women in planting trees and started the Green Belt Movement in her homeland, Kenya.  Inspiring story.
For complete lists of ALA’s Notable Books and SLJ’s Best Books, go to these websites:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/childrensnotable/notablechibooks/index.cfm
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6617203.html?industryid=47191&q=slj%27s+best+books+of+2008
    For a list of classic picture books, go to  http://www.kidsreads.com/lists/pic-classic.asp .
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                             THE FIVE FINGER RULE                      

There are so many great books from which to choose.  How do you know if a book is right for you?  Try the “Five Finger Rule” to help you choose just the right book.

Open the book to a full page of text, and begin to read. 

Hold up a finger for every word you come to that you cannot pronounce or do not know.

0 - 1 finger...easy      2 – 3 fingers...just right      4 - 5 fingers...hard
If you get 5 fingers up on one page, the book is too difficult to read independently, but it may be fine to read with someone.

If you do not get any fingers up, but are reading very slowly and sounding out almost every word, you may not enjoy the book.  This book might be better if someone reads it to you first, then you can try it by yourself.    

By using the Five Finger Rule, you are practicing to read smoothly and with expression,    
and building up your sight vocabulary.  
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Leveled readers are designed for parents to read to children, for children to read to parents, and for children to read themselves. These stories have been tested for vocabulary and sentence length to make learning-to-read fun for students entering Grades 1 & 2.
Backstein, Karen.  

 The blind men and the elephant  

Ballard, Robert D. 

 Finding the Titanic 

Chardiet, Bernice.  

 The best teacher in the world 

Cole, Joanna.  


 Monster manners 

Grimes, Nikki.  

 
Wild, wild hair 

Levy, Elizabeth.  

 The mystery of the missing dog  

Levy, Elizabeth.  

 The schoolyard mystery 

Levy, Elizabeth.  

 The snack attack mystery 

London, Sara.  

 
The good luck glasses 

Lundell, Margo.  

 
A girl named Helen Keller 

Marzollo, Jean.  

 
Baseball brothers 

McMullan, Kate.  

 Fluffy and the fire fighters 

McMullan, Kate.  

 Fluffy goes apple picking 

McMullan, Kate.  

 Fluffy goes to school 

McMullan, Kate.  

 Fluffy meets the Tooth Fairy 

McMullan, Kate. 

 
Fluffy's school bus adventure 

Moore, Eva.  


 Buddy, the first Seeing Eye dog 

McNulty, Faith.  

 
Dancing with manatees 

McNulty, Faith.  

 
Endangered animals 

Noonan, Julia.  

 
Hare and Rabbit : friends forever 

Pinkwater, Daniel Manus. 
 Big Bob and the winter holiday potato 

     
             Looking for fun and educational websites?           [image: image5.png]



· The Caldecott Medal

      This medal is awarded each year by the American Library Association (ALA) to     

      honor the illustrator who had created the most distinguished children’s picture 
      book published during the preceding year. The award was named in honor of 
      nineteenth-century English illustrator Randolph Caldecott.  

      For a list of previous Caldecott Medal winners dating back to 1938, go to the 
      American Library Association’s web site.  Click on the titles to read a brief 
      summary of the award-winning books from 1994 to the present.
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecotthonors/caldecottmedal.cfm
· Favorite author websites: Explore these sites to learn about the lives of the popular authors, play with their games and activities.  Then enjoy reading their wonderful books!

Tedd Arnold



http://www.geocities.com/~teddarnold/
Jan Brett




http://www.janbrett.com
Beverly Cleary



http://www.beverlycleary.com
Tomie dePaola



http://tomie.com
Kelly DiPucchio



http://www.kellydipucchio.com/readme.html
Margie Palatini



http://www.margiepalatini.com/books.html
Barbara Park (Junie B. Jones)

http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/junieb/
Dav Pilkey



http://www.pilkey.com/
Shel Silverstein



http://www.shelsilverstein.com/indexSite.html
Mo Willems



http://www.mowillems.com/
· Games and activities based on popular children’s book characters and PBS children’s TV shows.       

http://pbskids.org/go/index.html
· Great Web Sites for Kids:  recommended by the American Library Association.

http://www.ala.org/gwstemplate.cfm?section=greatwebsites&template=/cfapps/gws/default.cfm
You will find links to web sites to games, activities and fun facts about animals, literature, arts, science, math, and more. For example - Dinosaurs - a fun site with pictures of exhibits and lots of fascinating dinosaur facts.  

· James Patterson’s READKIDDOREAD – a website dedicated to making kids readers for 
      life.    http://www.readkiddoread.com/home        
·       Scholastic Books provides a list of books to help 
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 http://www.scholastic.com/summerreading/pdf/gr_K-2.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/summerreading/pdf/gr_3-5.pdf
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         Compiled by Angela Petrilli
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