For Students Entering Grade 1

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS FOR 2009
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Children entering Grade 1 enjoy listening to and reading picture books, easy readers, and books that feature rhymes, patterns, or repetitive phrases. For beginning readers, it is important that books are visually appealing, and not overwhelming in text.  Reading on level improves comprehension and motivation.  Remember, the right book is also one that a child enjoys sharing with someone special. 


The following list of new books has been compiled from ALA’s Notable Book List, School Library Journal’s Best Books, and Judy Freeman’s WINNERS list.  Most of these books are available at the Long Hill Township public library and the Morris County library. 

Fiction
Amato, Mary.  The Chicken of the Family.  K-3
Henrietta's two older sisters try to convince her she is really a chicken, so Henrietta sets off for the farm to find her real family, and discovers how much fun being a chicken can be.

Bataille,Marion.  ABC3D.  Gr PreK-3.  A spectacular, chunky pop-up book with graphic renderings of each letter of the alphabet.   The alphabet as a work of art, complete with a video and music:   www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnZr0wiG1Hg      “Easily the most innovative alphabet book of the year, if not the decade... Beyond clever.”—The Washington Post
Davis, Eleanor. Stinky.   Gr K-3

Stinky, the swamp monster, is at first determined to rid his beloved “muddy, slimy, smelly swamp” of Nick, only to realize that this dreaded “kid” is not the appallingly clean intruder he supposes him to be.  (2009 Geisel Honor Book)

DiPucchio, Kelly.  Grace for President.  Gr 1-3

After finding out there has never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in her school's mock election, where she learns about the American electoral system and sets out to be the best person for the job even though her opponent, Thomas, seems to be winning all the boys' votes.
Fleming, Denise.  Buster Goes to Cowboy Camp.  Gr PreK-3

After a week at Cowboy Camp for Dogs, Buster’s homesickness evaporates as he joyfully joins the controlled canine chaos of camp activities.

Frazee.Marla.   A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever.   Gr PreK-2
During a visit to Eamon’s grandparents, two friends tough out nature camp, overload on snacks and video games, and (unintentionally) absorb the wonders of their surroundings. 
(2009 Caldecott Honor Book)

George, Jean Craighead. Goose and Duck.   Gr K-Gr 2
A boy becomes a mother to a gosling, and the gosling becomes mother to a duck before both birds find their true callings. 
Graham, Bob. How to Heal a Broken Wing.    Gr K-Gr 2
When a boy finds a wounded bird on a busy city street, he and his parents take it home and tenderly care for it, hoping that it will one day fly again. 

Gravett, Emily.  Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears.   PreK-1

Little Mouse draws pictures of some of the many things of which he is afraid, including creepy crawlies, sharp knives, and having accidents, and provides the correct scientific name for each of his fears.
Harris, Robie H. Mail Harry to the Moon!     Gr PreK-Gr 2
Jealousy reaches new heights when a big brother cannot abide the attention showered on his new sibling. Priceless expressions that dramatically convey the boy’s feelings.

Jenkins, Emily. Skunkdog.    Gr K-2
A dog with no sense of smell and no playmates finds a not-so-desirable friend, but her loving family is willing to do a lot of nose holding to solidify the relationship. 

Lee, Suzy. Wave.   Gr K-Gr 3
Simplicity is the hallmark of this wordless book in which a child interacts with the ocean, first with trepidation and frustration and then with confidence, playfulness, and joy.
Lies, Brian.  Bats at the Library.  PreK-2

Bored with another normal, inky evening, bats discover an open library window and fly in to enjoy the photocopier, water fountain, and especially the books and stories found there. 

Other books by this author:  Bats at the Beach

Schoenherr, Ian.  Read it, don't eat it!   PreK-1

Rhyming text and illustrations of animals reading offer advice on how to take care of a library book.
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. One Boy.   PreK -2
Seeger’s eye-catching picture book leads readers to discover words within words through a distinctive die-cut design and clean, bold illustrations. (2009 Geisel Honor Book)

Other books by this author:  Dog and Bear: Two Friends, Three Stories.  Dog and Bear: Two’s Company. Lemons Are Not Red.  Walter Was Worried.

Swanson, Susan Marie.  The House in the Night.    Gr  K-Gr 1

The setting sun watches a young child, her parents, and dog coming up the walkway to their lamp-lit cottage.  Black & white scratchboard illustrations, with gold highlights.  
(2009 Caldecott Medal Winner; Booklist’s Top of the List Winner for Picture Books) 

Willems, Mo. Are You Ready to Play Outside?   Gr PreK - 1
Easily approachable text and expressive drawings tell the story of Piggie and Gerald who experience the ups and downs of a rainy day.  (2009 Geisel Honor Book)
Other Books by this author:  Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus.  Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late.  The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog.  The Pigeon Wants a Puppy. Knuffle Bunny.  Knuffle Bunny Too.
Nonfiction
Arnosky, Jim. Wild Tracks! A Guide to Nature’s Footprints.   Gr 1-4

With unabashed enthusiasm for outdoor exploration, Arnosky explains how to interpret the “ancient language” of animal tracks. 
Schulman, Janet. Pale Male: Citizen Hawk of New York City. Gr 2-5

When a handsome redtail settled in Central Park in 1991, he quickly became the apple of Manhattan’s eye as the community tries to save his high-rise Fifth Avenue aerie.

For complete lists of ALA’s Notable Books and SLJ’s Best Books, go to these websites:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/childrensnotable/notablechibooks/index.cfm
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6617203.html?industryid=47191&q=slj%27s+best+books+of+2008
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Favorite contemporary stories appeal to beginning readers by stretching children’s imaginations and building their vocabularies.  They usually are set in “modern” times and do not cover specific years.  Classics books contain excellent writing, memorable characters and outstanding artwork.  They are timeless – they remain popular with children and book professionals, generation after generation.  For more classic picture books, go to  http://www.kidsreads.com/lists/pic-classic.asp .

Title                       




Author

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 

No Good Very Bad Day



Judith Viorst

Amelia Bedelia





Peggy Parrish

Arthur’s Eyes





Marc Brown




The Cat in the Hat




Dr. Seuss

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom



Bill Martin

Curious George




H.A. Rey

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus


Mo Willems

Eloise






Kay Thompson

Freight Train





Donald Crews

Frog and Toad Are Friends



Arnold Lobel

George and Martha




James Marshall

Harold and the Purple Crayon


Crockett Johnson

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse



Kevin Henkes

The Little House




Virginia Burton

Madeline





Ludwig Bemelmans

Make Way for Ducklings



Robert McCloskey

Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel  

Virginia Lee Burton

Millions of Cats





Wanda Gag

Officer Buckle and Gloria



Gloria Rathmann

One Fish Two Fish




Dr. Seuss

The Polar Express




Chris Van Alsburg

Prehistoric Pinkerton




Steven Kellogg

Rumpelstiltskin





Paul O. Zelinsky

Seven Blind Mice




Ed Young

Stinky Cheese Man




Jon Scieszka

The Story about Ping




Marjorie Flack

Strega Nona





Tomie de Paola

Sylvester & the Magic Pebble


William Steig

Tale of Peter Rabbit




Beatrix Potter

When Sophie Gets Angry, Really Really Angry
Molly Bang

  



  Websites

           






PBS Parents Guide to Reading and Language        
         

http://www.pbs.org/parents/readinglanguage/
Learn how children become readers and writers and how parents can help them develop by talking, reading, and writing together every day.
James Patterson’s READKIDDOREAD – a website dedicated to making kids readers for life.    http://www.readkiddoread.com/home
Scholastic Books provides a list of books to help [image: image5.jpg]Stop the “Summer Slide"



 http://www.scholastic.com/summerreading/pdf/gr_K-2.pdf
The Caldecott Medal
This medal is awarded each year by the American Library Association (ALA) to honor the illustrator who had created the most distinguished children’s picture book published during the preceding year. The award was named in honor of nineteenth-century English illustrator Randolph Caldecott.  

For a list of previous Caldecott Medal winners dating back to 1938, go to the American Library Association’s web site.  Click on the titles to read a brief summary of the award-winning books from 1994 to the present.

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecotthonors/caldecottmedal.cfm
Websites we will review or explore in Grade 1:                 [image: image6.jpg]



Jan Brett





http://janbrett.com
OUR FAVORITE WEBSITE!  6,499 pages of free activities, coloring pages, and projects!        
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Tedd Arnold




http://www.geocities.com/~teddarnold/
Eric Carle  




http://www.eric-carle.com/
Tomie dePaola




http://www.tomie.com
Dr. Seuss




http://www.seussville.com/
Kevin Henkes




http://www.kevinhenkes.com
Magic School Bus



http://www.scholastic.com/magicschoolbus/
Robert Munsch




http://www.robertmunsch.com/
Margie Palatini




http://www.margiepalatini.com/books.html
Peggy Rathmann 



http://www.peggyrathmann.com/
Mike Thaler - 




http://www.mikethaler.com/school.htm
The Teacher from the Black Lagoon    
Mo Willems 




http://www.mowillems.com/
THE FUNNIEST WEBSITE!  


www.pigeonpresents.com
50 US States



           www.50states.com
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There are so many great books from which to choose.  How do you know if a book is right for you?   Try the “Five Finger Rule” to help you choose just the right book.

Open the book to a full page of text, and begin to read. 

Hold up a finger for every word you come to that you cannot pronounce or do not know.

0 - 1 finger...easy      2 – 3 fingers...just right      4 - 5 fingers...hard
If you get 5 fingers up on one page, the book is too difficult to read independently, but it may be fine to read with someone.  If you do not get any fingers up, but are reading very slowly and sounding out almost every word, you may not enjoy the book.  This book might be better if someone reads it to you first, then you can try it on your own.

By using the Five Finger Rule, you are practicing to read smoothly and with expression, while improving your sight vocabulary.  
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Compiled by Angela Petrilli









Gillette School Librarian   

June 2009     
PAGE  
1

[image: image1.png]g}?\lir



