June 1, 2011
Central Middle School

Stirling NJ

Eighth Grade Language Arts/Communication Arts

Summer Reading Program

Words are ideas…. Reading is learning…. Learning is growing….

During summer vacation, most young people have many more opportunities for free reading—self-improvement and recreational reading – than is available during the busy months of the school year.


Students who use this time productively show impressive results.  They learn more.  They get better grades later.  They show improved aptitude on standardized tests.  They are admitted to more selective colleges.  They bring wider knowledge to their employers.  In short, the depth and breadth of their reading may directly influence their career ladders.


There are many kinds of reading.  Sports pages and romance novels are two kinds.  But the “best sellers” of today and yesterday, such as those on the following pages, combine high interest levels with real self-improvement.
Students entering eighth grade are required to read two books from the Eighth Grade Reading List.  Students are asked to journal the main characters, plot, conflict,  setting, and theme of their selected books and have a typed copy to hand in to the reading teacher during the first full week of school.  In September, all students will be evaluated on their summer reading within the Language Arts class.  They will be required to complete an in-class essay in which they must refer to each of the books they have read.  Keep a record of the books that you read.  Parents or guardians are asked to sign next to each book completed; students must bring this form to school on the first day.

Students are responsible for making a copy of the Reading List for Grade 8 for their personal use to guide them to good books, not just this summer, but during the next school year as well.  Students must three-hole punch their list and keep the list in their reading notebook.  Copies of the reading list are available at the school district’s web site (www.longhill.org), as well as through the public library’s web site (www.longhilllibrary.org).  It will also be available in the Eighth Grade Language Arts Class Notebook during the school year.
We hope that students will find their summer reading experience rewarding and enjoyable, so much so that they will continue to read independently throughout the school year.

Happy summer and happy reading!!
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