PTO Meeting –9/30/09

In Attendance:


Jena Rae

Katie Anastario

Tracy Tedesco


Chun Chan

Sally Semper

Trish Krug

Kristen Oleske


Sherry Scott

Jill Hackett

Georgina Webster
Ellen Goldstein


Jane Fragnito


Dominic Vatalare
Christine Brown

Patricia Lopes


Mary Jo Sipe


Vera Silva

Maureen Malloy
Chris Ruby


Rene Rovtar


Ken Gross

Trish O’Meara

Charlene Teo


Lisa Scanlon


Susie Harris

Sarah Brown (student)

New people were invited to come at 6:30 to meet the board and ask questions about the PTO.  Jena gave an overview of what the PTO does.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Jena Rae.

The minutes from the last meeting were accepted.
Corresponding Secretary – Charlene Teo
We received thank-you notes from the scholarship winners and from Mrs. Furlong’s class for the landscaping at Millington.  A good number of volunteer forms are being returned.
Financial Report – Sally Semper:


Central School Funds

$174.00
Checking Account
$26,856.09
Dedicated Fund
$2,699.25 ($2400 allocated for Mr. Freyre’s smartboard)
Recreation Fund
$3,430.92
Technology Fund
$4.57
We will be closing out the Technology Fund account.  It was unanimously approved to transfer $20,000 from the checking account to the dedicated fund.

Presentation – Sarah Brown, 8th grade Central student

Sarah would like to see field trips return for the 6th and 7th grades.  She prepared a very thorough handout with suggestions for trips such as Ellis Island, Natural History Museum, and Battleship New Jersey including costs (not including bus transportation).  Her next step will be to present her ideas to the Central School faculty which Mr. Gross will arrange for her.

Millington School Rep – Jill Hackett
BTS Night was 9/29 and school is off to a good start.  Food Days begin 10/2.  The first Spirit/Ice Cream Day is 10/9 which will be tie-dye day.  Katie Anastario is the Spirit Rep.  Picture Day is 10/14 with retakes on 11/18.  We still need a chairperson for Colonial Day.  Chairpeople in place are Tracey Aroneo for Environmental Day, Sue Dudzinski for International Day, Robbin Poggi & Mari Giovinco for Science Fair, Elise Moholkar for Make-A-Book.  There is no 5th grade rep this year, but the 5th grade class moms are coordinating the picnic with Jackie Armstrong and Loura Zijdel taking the lead.  There will be a 5th grade DVD that Loura Zijdel produces.

Gillette School Rep – Trish Krug

The school will be decorated with the help of Amy Killeen.  The first food day went well, but they will need volunteers to hand out bagels.  Orange/Ice Cream Day is 10/9.  They need chairpeople for staff appreciation luncheon, field day, and the butterfly garden.

There was a concern raised about many things on the playground not being available to the students and no balls, etc. for them to play with

Central School – Tracy Tedesco

The Boston packets went home.  The magazine sale has started and the funds raised by each student go toward their individual Boston trip.  Picture day went well.  They need dance chaperones and chairpeople for Medieval Day and Victorian Day.

Ken Gross, interim principal, reported that Mr. Cimino will be available to him to help with any scheduling changes, etc.  Central will participate in the Consortium this year and he is looking for teacher advisors.  There will be a $10 fee per participant per event.

Teacher Liaison – Jane Fragnito


Thank you for the landscaping and Mr. Freyre’s smartboard.

Superintendent – Rene Rovtar

A principal search committee has been formed and has selected candidates to interview from 60 applications.  They will hold interviews and make a recommendation to the Board by 10/26 so that the person could start by 1/1/10.

Rene informed us that she collects coke tops (much like box tops) for the schools so send them in.

Fundraising – Jena Rae

Gift Wrap packets went home.  Kidstuff will go home beginning of October.  Bingo Night will be postponed until winter/spring.  They are looking for a bigger venue.  Online food day registration currently has 80% participation and is very easy to use.  The buzz book is a little low on orders from both students and teachers and will go to print by 10/9.
Teacher Requests:

Miss Tremarco requested $39.90 (10@$19.95) for communicator packets.  The request was unanimously APPROVED.

Mrs. Fragnito requested $1,980 for 18 “Trait Crates” which is a writing program for 3rd – 5th graders.  There would be one in each classroom and would provide consistency and followup for 3 years.  This was discussed and will be voted on at the next meeting.  It’s possible that these can be gotten for a better price on amazon.com which will be investigated.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Scott



