PTO Meeting –1/20/10
In Attendance:


Jena Rae

Tracy Tedesco


George Villar

Sally Semper

Sherry Scott

Jennifer Dawson

Jane Fragnito

Maureen Malloy

Trish Krug

Tricia O’Meara


Charlene Teo

Lisa Scanlon

Kate Anastario

Maureen Furlong

Rene Rovtar

Kristen Duesel


Susie Harris

Kristi Flint


Bonnie Plotkin

Vera Silva


Lori Mattheiss

?



?

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Jena Rae.

The minutes from the last meeting were accepted.
Financial Report – Sally Semper:


Central School Funds

$1,384.98
Checking Account
$57,658.63 (includes food day deposits)
Dedicated Fund
$21,296.31 ($2400 allocated for Mr. Freyre’s smartboard)
Recreation Fund
$2,964.54
Technology Fund
$0 (account closed)
There is $3950 left in teacher requests at this time.  We are $1600 ahead of budget at mid-year.

Millington Report – Jennifer Dawson:
International Day is 1/29.  Colonial Day chairpeople have been found.  The 5th grade schedule will be departmentalized next year.  Mrs. Vachon’s classroom is the only 5th grade room without a smartboard and she would like one (the reading room does not have one either, but will not need one).

Gillette Report –Rene Rovtar:
Kindergarten Registration is being held.  After the first day, 36 children have enrolled which is about average.  The kindergarten workshop will be held for 2 days in April.  We are looking for new people to chair the workshop.  Kristen Duesel might be interested.  Mrs. Tremarco is still checking on an awning for over the side entry door.  Lori Jones, the new principal, starts 1/25 and will be at the February PTO meeting.
Central School – Tracy Tedesco:
Thank you to all parents who volunteered at the holiday party. There has been a geography bee, spelling bee, and pep rally in the past few weeks.   8th grade student/parent orientation at WHRHS on 1/12.  Forensics on 1/13.  Chorus/band trip to West Side Story on 1/20.  Victorian Day on 1/21.  Dances on 1/22 and 2/19.  Science Experience on 1/28.  General Knowledge on 2/2.  Honor Band Tour on 2/3. Cogats for 6th and 7th grades on 2/2.   8th grade parents only orientation at WHRHS on 2/4.  Volleyball Tournament on 2/23.  Math midterms for 8th grade will be 1/27 for 2.5 hours.  We still need 6th grade parents to co-chair Medieval Day.
Mr. Villar has spoken to each staff member individually.  Mr. Birckhead is concerned that dances do not make any money.  It was mentioned that perhaps there should be fewer dances.
Vera wondered if there had been any follow-up to Sarah Brown’s presentation on field trips for Central School.  Mrs. Flint said that the 7th grade team is not enthusiastic about the idea because many students do not go, they all complain, and why disrupt a school day when the students don’t even want to go.  If a trip could be identified that the students have not already been to and would enjoy, then she is all for it.  Rene will forward Sarah’s ideas to Mr. Villar.

Susie Harris said that the box top contest will be for Central this year and will be starting soon.

Teacher Liaison – Jane Fragnito:
Science Fair chairpeople are Stephanie Herkert and Robbin Poggi (?).  Is Mari Giovinco doing the afternoon part again this year?  She asked if there is money in the budget to transport 4th/5th graders to the Central School play again this year and the answer is yes.

Administration Report – Rene Rovtar:

Recently achieved a QUSAC rating of 80% or higher which says we are a high performing district.  It took a lot of work to prepare for this, but was well worth it.  Separate surveys for all 3 schools went out in Friday Flyers and will be evaluated.

Fundraising:
Spare change is being collected through 1/22 at all 3 schools for Haiti relief.  The candy sale will be 2/2 through 2/23 with 3/16 being the pickup date.  Spirit Wear will go on sale again in the spring.  Bingo will be 4/9 at the Shrine and will be BYOB.  Jena and Tricia are working on a free movie night.  Tricia is working on a walkathon and needs to decide which schools should participate.  Students would walk around the school for an hour and ask for donations.  If she uses the company she is looking at, the walk must be done during the school day and the company charges 20% of the proceeds.  However, next year we could then use all their organizational tools for free.  She will evaluate using the company or organizing on her own.
Teacher Requests:

Mr. Gross is requesting $2,080 for partial funding of the Central School Consortium.  The 9 different consortium events offer student activities beyond the standard curriculum and are open to all Central students.  The grant would be used to pay associated costs ($630 for substitute teachers, $900 for advisor chaperones, and $500 for the consortium registration fee).  Students are paying a nominal fee to participate in each event and this money goes toward the cost as well.  This request was discussed at the last meeting and was APPROVED from the dedicated fund.
Mrs. Givens is requesting $200 for a water cooler to be housed in her office for the hydration of students.  It has a hot water feature.  Apparently, the water company can only supply 2 coolers per school which they already have.  There was some discussion that this doesn’t seem right.  Jena will talk to Mrs. Givens again, but if the cooler cannot be supplied, the request was APPROVED.
Mrs. Givens is requesting a portable ice machine for $199.  Studies say that actual ice is more healing than ice packs.  It could also be used for the ice water that we are required to supply to visiting sports teams.  The request was APPROVED.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Scott



